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Inema garden

Australians love watching movies and adore being culdoors,
especially during the warmer months, so it makes sense to
combine these pleasures, JENMIE CHURCHILL meets two

Thﬂ putdoor horne elnema. 1T's a
weanaer the concapt has been
such & long lime coring in this
country of warm summer nighls with
a population that loves mavies.
Inspired by the outdoor cinema held
OVEF SUMmEr in Sydney's Hayal Botanic
Garders, o friencs undsariook Soms
creatve brainstorming oefore building
one of Australia’s first outdoor home
cinemas in the Southern Highlands

nf Mew Saulh Wales.,

Lancscape desigrar Bent Martin and
his brother-ind &, auciovisual eapert and
Fametheatre specialist Aqan MeBrde,
are te brains nekind this oeawtifully
desigrad back garden that fuactions
poually affectively as a family courtyard,
ar intate entertainrmenl ares and an
earting, outdcar theatre.

“The cinema has given us an outlet to
enijoy our leisure time together as a
famnily, as well as plan gatherings around
a great movie or major sperting event.”

Went says his backyare has beoora
a very papular venue for family and
friends. "Thie cinema has given us an
outlet to erjoy our leisure time togsthar
as a family and for us and our friends
Lo ke e te see each ather and
alan gatherings amound a graat
e or aporting ewenl.”

Atter the initial planning, the project
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innovative designers who have created a praciica

garden that

iz beactiful by day and a magical movie theatre by night.

proceeded guickly ani vas cormaliied
within Leo minkths. Installation was
~ade easier by oeing done in tardem
with the corstruction of (e Martin's
nesws garder, rather than as a dizruption
to or existing garden. This meant the
required undergreund cabling, bard
wiring lar the outside lignling anc
ather elemerts of the cinema ware in
placs wi | efore the planting and
hard landscaping began.

Garden by day

The culstand ng aspect of his areject iz
the fact that tha instal'ator of the
cinema eguipment has not detractad
fram the excelonce of the garden desigh,
With ils peasing symmelry 2nd densa
panting, it is a practical garden thal

iz used caily by a vourg farm'ly.

Through the larde
rrencn doors &t the
rgar al the housa, tha
vigitor is led acnas a
substant al wacden
deck, dovr Droad
sanistnne St2ps
and over the central lawn oo cirgular
area Tilked with crushed cuarts and
surrourdded Gy plants. & large sandstone
bzl filledd with gertly babling recyclad
water. siz= in the centre of the cincla,
which s horderad by raised wall thal
provides axlra sesting.

Tris weall also retaing & bed of lush
plants. The feregraund is dominatec by

Lirape: muscan * Samartha’, Hevchiors
‘Bewter Yeil' ard the shiny leaves of
the oyster plant (Acanthus molis].
These hardy plarts are ideal in this
pocl alimate and their differert foliage
rextures and colours creat a rich
backdrap T the circle of wWnite quarle.

At the back of the bed stancs &
idagnelia granchifiara ‘Little Gem,
with twa red-stemmed maplas (Aosr
palmatum Sange-kaku's on ether
side, The final cvergreen layer is
provicod by a nedge of Camelia
fiamalis ‘Hiryu', This nas surprsingly
smal flewers bt their desp maroon
calour and velvety Eaturs more than
compensate for teir diminutive size.
Towering cver hase relatively new
plarts are several old cucalyats.

5 solid wall of wery tall bamboo funs
aleng the main side ooundary. The
bamane - an original feature of 1ne

Top left. The red and green colours of
Acer palmotum “Sango-lkaku’
complement the Acanthus mollis.

Tep right. The hardwaood Asian-
inspired frame acts as & window
tox the garden beyond as well as a
structural support for the screen,

Baottom left. This sandstone water
femture provides the seathing sound
of trickling water to the garden.

Bottom right. Furple flax highlights
Mandina domestica *CGulf Stream’.






Meet the designers
ehing this oute

By |r'|
and ine

32 aandening fustralia Mavernber FO04

Howr it works

Woy enter vis a wooder
deck B that = flankes oy
pusple fiz B Here vou'l
find the sear speakers B
avel prajector B mour e
an 8 timber frame, To your
right, & row of bambuo B
prowides arivacy, Steps
lea to sandstorse slehe
B alorg the lawn B, At
Lhe: enit are Fardwood
framesz B that hold the
front speakers B and
soreen B andg lad 1o

A gravel area wWitn @ waler
feature @, Camalias &, i
kurnguats BB, Acanths 1 )
mallis B, Lirope MUSCET e
“Samantna’ £, Magnaiia i
grandifara *Lttle Gon' 2
and Acer pEma
‘Sangndahy’ B create a
stunring backdnea.

proparty — (s centained within renderad,
sancstone-capoed nelaining walls with
purgle flax (Pformine tenas Purpareum
Graum In e foregound, This dense
sereen of bamboo creates & sensc of
irtimacy and provdes o plete prvacy
whern the rmavie |5 sereening.

Twa large tirber crossbheams face
each other or elther sice of the 2w,
These structures add o sTrong
soulpturs! element 1o the garden.
farming a doukie colonnacse that fames
the sourtvars ar< alsc emphas ses Lthe
gorder’s symmetry. Bul these harchcad
fremes are more than just decorativi:
they ang, in fact, the crivcal supoarts
for the serean anc projector. The
cinema equiamert’s parmanet cabling
anec fistures aro well hdden aleng tha
beams and oy day thers is no hint that
they have anothor purpcss.

Theatre by night

At night, e courtyard is compdataly
ransfammed. Th lewwelage halogen
lightirg & remattic, intimate and

subtle, creating = sense of drama

that enhzrees tne cinematic sxperience.

Small, heades outdoor lighls are inset at
repulas imtervals inta the retsining walls,
and uplighling emonasises fawourte
plarits, such &5 the redstemmed mapiss
and gum lreas, A light placed in the base
ol the pentral watar feature gives the
impression that it 15 8 submerged,
icker ng candle, und the ethersal
atmosphene & enrched by tea Ignts and
ather cutdoor cand'es that are scatlered
througroul the garden.

When the movie rolls, the lawn
hecomes & scaling area. Low-slung
fuld-dp chalrs are pleced acress the
rear of the grass and the audicnce
can also enjoy the movie Sitng
arcund thie low talkle an the wooden
duck, Tne sombinad ofTect of the
sofly it backgroans pants. the
gorlly meving water anc the stars
above adds enoomously 0 The
cinarnalic Sxneriencs.

This multi-purposse garcen has been
carpiully designed w il the practical
raeds of a yourg family without
saorificing prod [Endscaping principes
and sets the scene for a unique
cinemalic BYpenence.
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The cinema

To cremte an outcdonr cinema in your
on backyard pou il necd audia

and yidea equipmant and a prajction
seresn, with all the cobling sulrmergac
undergreund, The cost of this cinema
was ahout $30,000 ay L used fopear
Ferange aqdipment. The nesed for
superiar projection copacily @nd all
woather calling, in an outdpor setting
il always raise the cosl signiloantly
cormpared with an indear home
theats ayatam.

The inslal ation and design of an
autdonr cinema requires the servicos
of an expericnoed A hame theatrs
specialist whao has the expertise
W understand e ditferent casign
AR Sprrant requirermants of
an ouldoor projoct,

Apart from he all-weatner catdling,
Lhe mizjer preces ol eguipmernt - such
a5 the soreen, amjector and speakers
— are b wealherprocl ot have been
designed so they can be clipped onto
the wicwing and projection beams anc
can be ready to acreen a film or
sporling evenl within 10 minutes.

Hare are the basic components of any
o Cinama,
= Home theatre system This is e main
cormaanent of the aome cinema ard is
made up of a recoiven, o an amplfier
through which a BYE player, WVCR or
everi @ P zan be wn, In this casa, the
sysliem is kept inside the house ard is
ponnected to g wealberpreof ong 1o the
siche: of the garder, which allows the
syatem to he cortrolled by a single
rerrale conmal, For @ cuality autdoor
cinesa, you will neac a mid- 1 top
of-the-range svstam, which costs
anout 20000,
W Projector The projectes 15 connected
o the name theatre systam ard proscts
images from o scurce (for example, the
DV onto the sereen. Again, o mid o
top-cfabe range projecter s neaded for
an outdeor system a0 will cosl
about 5,000 L 510,000,
B Screen 1he screen i whene e
images are displaed, In this gardan,
e sereen & radicoontroled and
automatical ly drops whean the home
tralre systam s activated, S oo
quality sereen costs anout 52,500,

Top left. The screen
lowers automatically
when the DVD player
is activated,

Top centre, The front
fhpaakers sit high near
< the screen, producing
4 foreground noise,

Top right. The frant,
central speaker is
detachable and produces
the main andio.

Bottom left. The projectar
is connected to the
home theatre system
and iz attached to &
large Omber crossheam.

Bottom certre. The
entire system can be
contralled iy one
remmote control,

Bottam right. Dense
harnhoo gives the
viewers privacy.

B Audio system To achiove digial,
cinemacuality audio, this systam
wses ik soeaker surround sound,
Fach apeasker hos a e tn play n
pridusing the surraund-sound affect.
The central speakars in the front
and Back of the cinema garden praducs
the main audia — Tor example, the
penlial corversation ooourring an
screen. Anothor leo speakers are
sl high on either side of the soreen
and these producse Lhe foreground
noise. such as peop'e chatting or ¢ars
going by in the movie, Two Speakars
sat further pack produss backeround
rpise, such as distanl consersations
or cars guing past, Ffnally, 8 sub-eocter
preluces amy o, ranibling, nnises
that acd W the Gim's drama.
The sp=akers in this system are
nt weather-proat, Bt they can
b guickly #nd easily atlachad to
permanent connechions, Speakers
for a system like this will cost araund
$R00 to 5900, Marine grade, weathuor
prosl sneskars are available tor
this purpose, bul they can oost
Lp o SHONE A parr. [’ﬂ
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